
NUMBER SENSE74   FAMILY MATH II:  ACHIEVING SUCCESS IN MATHEMATICS

There are opportunities for teaching and learning everywhere

we go.  Here’s a list of  mathematical things your family can try

when you are traveling:

•  Estimate how many minutes or seconds it will take to arrive

at school in the morning.  Measuring time,

how do walking, driving, or riding the bus compare?

•  Estimate how long it will take to get somewhere,

and give your child a watch to keep track of  the

time.  By watching the time and “checking” on the

accuracy of  everyone’s estimation, your child will

develop a sense of time and will practice telling

time.

•  Talk about the turns you are making as you

drive.  Hearing you say “Now we are turning

left,” or “At the next corner we’ll turn right,”

helps your child establish a sense of  direction.

Older children can try to determine whether you are

turning east or west, or going north or south.  Look for

landmarks that can be used as visual references.

•  Ask your child to count the traffic signs.  Are there

any signs in the shape of  an octagon?  Which ones

are shaped like a rhombus or a triangle?  You can also

look for signs by color.  Which sign do you see most

often?
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